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SUBJECT: JAPANESE VIEWS ON NORTH KOREA 
REFS: A. TOKYO 13284; B. SEOUL 7360 

1 . PANMUNJOM INCIDENT ENGINEERED BY PYONGYANG TO 
PROVE POINT THAT PRESENCE OF AMERICAN TROOPS HEIGHTENS 
TENSION ON KOREAN PENINSULA. THIS WAS CONCLUSION 
DRAWN BY FONOFF NORTHEAST ASIA DIVDIR ENDO DURING 
ANALYTICAL POST MORTEM ON INCIDENT SEPTEMBER 16. 

DEATHS OF US OFFICERS APPEARED TO HAVE BEEN ACCIDENTAL, 

THE RESULT OF NORTH KOREAN LOSING CONTROL OF THEMSELVES. 
INCIDENT DID NOT APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN CONNECTED TO 
DOMESTIC POWER STRUGGLE IN PYONGYANG AS FAR AS ENDO 
COULD TELL. ROK EMBASSY OFFICERS WERE SPREADING 

THIS ASSESSMENT IN A NUMBER OF CAPITALS BASED ON DATA 
THEY RECEIVED FROM JAPANESE SOURCES, BUT FACTS 
DID NOT REALLY STAND UP TO CLOSE SCRUTINY, ENDO 
SAID. 

2. MUCH HAD BEEN MADE, FOR EXAMPLE, OF FACT THAT 

NORTH KOREANS HAD INVITED A NUMBER OF JAPANESE BUSINESSMEN 
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INVITATIONS WERE SELECTIVE. JAPANESE HELPING IN KEY 
INDUSTRIES SUCH AS CEMENT PLANT CONSTRUCTION, 

(MITSUI) HAD NOT BEEN ASKED TO GO. WITHIN SEVERAL 
FIRMS. BUSINESSMEN ASKED TO LEAVE, BUT JAPANESE 
ENGINEERS WERE NOT AFFECTED. IN MEANTIME, MANY OF 
THOSE ASKED TO GO HOME HAVE BEEN REISSUED 
INVITATIONS TO RETURN. IMPLICATION IS THAT REQUESTS 
TO LEAVE DESIGNED TO REDUCE NON-ESSENTILA FOREIGN 
POPULATION OF PYONGYANG AT TIME AUTHORITIES 
THOUGHT HOSTILITIES COULD BREAK OUT. 

3. SAME ANALYSIS MIGHT ALSO APPLY TO CANCELLATION 
OF NORTH KOREANS OF CHILDREN S DANCE TROUPE VISIT TO 
JAPAN SPONSORED BY YOMIURI NEWSPAPER, AND 
WITHDRAWAL OF SEVERAL APPLICATIONS BY NORTH KOREANS 
RESIDENTS OF JAPAN TO VISIT PYONGYANG FOR NATIONAL 
DAY SEPTEMBER 9 . 

4 . KIM IL-SUNG'S ABSENCE FROM AUG 25-SEPT 10 HAD SPARKED CON- 
SIDERABLE COMMENT, BUT ENDO WAS HARD PUT TO DEVELOP CLEAR 
INTERPRETATION. KIM’S FAILURE TO APPEAR AT NATIONAL 

DAY CEREMONIES NOT ALL THAT PECULIAR PLACED AGAINST 
PATTERN OF HIS PAST APPEARANCES AT THESE EVENTS. 

WHILE HE WOULD NOT RULE OUT POSSIBILITY OF POWER 
STRUGGLE NOW, ENDO FELT THAT SERIOUS CONFLICT OVER 
SUCCESSION WOULD MORE LIKELY OCCUR AFTER 
KIM’S DEPARTURE FROM POLITICAL SCENE. 

5. COMMENT: WHATEVER THE MERITS OF THE CURRENT ANALYSIS, THE 
JAPANESE ARE INDEED SPENDING MORE TIME ON NORTH 

KOREAN AFFAIRS. ENDO PROVIDED US WITH A COPY OF HIS 
OWN IN-HOUSE PAPER ON NORTH KOREA, PRESENT AND 
FUTURE, WHICH WE PLAN TO SEND ALONG WHEN TRANSLATED. 

WE ARE ALSO SETTING UP CHANNELS WITH FOREIGN OFFICE 
TO TAP MORE SYSTEMATICALLY THEIR THINKING ON NORTH 
KOREAN AFFAIRS. 

HODGSON 
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